Cases of pneumonia caused by Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) continue to be reported from the Arabian Peninsula, and the adaptation of MERS-CoV to allow more efficient human-to-human transmission is a public health concern. From March 2012 to April 2016, 1,714 cases including 681 deaths of MERS-CoV infection have been identified in 26 countries. Especially, we learned this virus carries potential risk to spread quickly in hospital from the MERS outbreak in South Korea 2015. This virus seems to be more deadly and less contagious than severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-CoV) in 2003. The MERS-CoV belongs to the lineage C of the beta coronaviruses, which are genetically and serologically same to a coronavirus detected in dromedary camels lived in the Middle East and Africa. Camel-to-human and human-to-human transmission of pathogen has often been observed in the Middle East.
